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The following is a transcript of speech delivered by Frelinghuysen Mayor Christopher Kuhn 

at Farmstead Golf and Country Club on February 20, 2016. 

 

Good evening and thank you for attending our annual township dinner. This annual dinner is an 

event where we celebrate the achievements of the prior year and thank all of the volunteers that 

make this town function so efficiently and inexpensively. 

Last year, at this dinner, I stood before you and gave you a list of objectives, most of which we 

achieved. This year I will now do the same. 

First, we will update our master plan as required by law, and because it is prudent to do so with the 

ongoing litigation; 

Second, the Department of Public Works will finalize the plans for a new salt shed and three year 

town hall parking improvement plan; 

Third, we will implement work order software at the DPW to track our road maintenance plan 

throughout the year; 

Finally, we will open the Frelinghuysen Forest Preserve North property to the public. 

Mayor's Award: Lisa Pachnos 

I have chosen to give the Mayor's award to Lisa Pachnos, the Township's volunteer publicist. The 

work she has done with professionalizing our township's communication through the monthly 

newsletter and press releases has really increased our residents' understanding about what is 

happening in the township. In the age of social media, where most information is inaccurate, it is 

extremely important to have someone like Lisa keeping residents informed. 

2015 was a great year for Frelinghuysen Township; everyone came together, updated ordinances, 

protected our open space, gained efficiency and preserved our rural heritage. I will run through 

some of the accomplishments of each board. 

Retired Township Employees Recognized 

First off, I would like a round of applause for our two recent retirees, Billy Crohn and Brenda 

Kleber. Billy was our Road Foreman and Brenda was our Township Clerk for many years. 

When Brenda retired in June of last year she left some big shoes to fill. Donna Zilberfarb is now our 

acting clerk and she has been working to fill those shoes! 
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Land Use Board 

The Land Use Board, our legal counsel Ed Wacks, Rich Beilin, David Brady, Mike Lavery and our 

planner Darlene Green worked through the complicated reality that is the COAH lawsuit we were 

forced by the state to pursue. They, along with Chairperson Donna Eitner and Vice Chairperson 

Donald Soisson, have done an impressive job of defending this township from an unfunded state 

mandate. 

Environmental Commission 

The Environmental Commission, under Chairperson David Boynton II and Vice Chairperson Bob 

Stock, worked with the Land Use Board on a Carbonate Rock Ordinance that was passed by the 

Township Committee in December.  For the first time in our township's history our unique Karst 

geological features are protected. 

Historical Preservation Committee 

The Township Committee unanimously created this Township's first Historical Preservation 

Committee, now chaired by Scott Lance with Debra Natyzak as the Vice Chairperson. I am very 

excited about the beginning of their programs, and I look forward to seeing what they come up with 

to rejuvenate Johnsonburg over the next few years. 

Farmland Preservation Committee 

The Farmland Preservation Committee, chaired by Dave Boynton II and Vice Chairperson Rich 

Derricks, has worked diligently to preserve two farms in the township, leveraging grants from the 

county and state. The Township only has to kick in some nominal soft costs paid from our Open 

Space Trust Fund. I am excited to announce that these two farms will be preserved in 2016. 

Open Space Committee 

The Open Space Committee, chaired by Wendy Buttergeit with Vice Chairperson Marty Connor did 

an excellent job last year of finalizing the Kid's Camp Acquisition. This year, Wendy along with 

Marty and the public land managers, were able to obtain a $14K grant to create and develop the 

trail network through the Frelinghuysen Forest Preserve properties. They, along with the Land 

Conservancy, have been integral in implementing the township's vision for the property. It is 

exciting that not only are we preserving our rural heritage, we are creating open space for multi-

use recreation. This open space keeps children off of computers and outside exercising and 

enjoying nature. 
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Recreation Committee 

The Recreation Committee under Chairperson Frank Desiderio and Vice Chairperson Mike Caruso 

did an amazing job with the township's Founder's Day and Community Alliance Halloween event. In 

addition, they brought back the Halloween decorating contest which was well received in the 

community.  I understand that for 2016 the Recreation Committee has requested funds to update 

the playground behind town hall and the Township Committee has approved this request. 

Zoning Officer Commended 

And last, but not least, Zoning Officer George Boesze was able to shut down the South Street Rock 

Quarry. These people flagrantly violated our ordinances and the courts have sided with the 

Township Committee on the matter. 

 

Christopher Kuhn 

Mayor, Frelinghuysen Township 

 


