Township of Frelinghuysen
Office of the Mayor

210 Main Street
Johnsonburg, NJ 07825
Phone: (973) 919-2276
Fax: (908) 852-7621
mayor@frelinghuysen-nj.us

Spring Update from the Mayor’s Office
Dear Residents,

A great deal has occurred in our little township since [ sent out my last update in January.

First and foremost, we were recognized as the fourth best place for families with children to live in
the State of New Jersey. As I have said, [ think this honor is due to our engaged citizens, teachers

and parents who continue to participate in all aspects of our community.

Second, former Mayor David Boynton, the Township Committee and I have committed
Frelinghuysen to participate in the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign (MWC), an initiative of the New
Jersey Health Care Quality Institute in partnership with the New Jersey League of Municipalities.
The mission of the MWC is to equip mayors and other key leaders with the tools to develop and
implement active-living initiatives in our community. The end goal is to reduce skyrocketing health
care costs associated with childhood and adult obesity within Warren County and the State of New
Jersey. Our first event is scheduled for Founder’s Day, June 6t at 12:30, a one-mile Walk with the
Mayor on the track behind Town Hall, open to all age groups and ability levels.

Third, after a difficult winter we have completed our 2015 budget process. This was the first budget
completed by our new CFO Danette Dyer; she works with us through a shared service agreement

with Hackettstown. [ am happy to report that taking into account the extreme winter we had which
required us to increase our snow budget by $32,000.00, the average levy on a house in our town
will increase by only $53.00 for municipal taxes. The average house is valued at $335,000.00.

Finally, regretfully I report, for those of you who do not know, Brenda Kleber, our current Township
Clerk has announced her retirement at the end of June. She has served with the Township in
various capacities since 1985. Donna Zilberfarb, the current serving Deputy Clerk, will be stepping
into her roll effective this month. Thanks to foresight under Mayor Boynton, the Committee had
authorized education expenses for Donna to work on her certification in the last two years.

Public Works

[ would like to personally thank everyone who plowed snow and salted for us this winter! It was a
difficult year with the team being out almost every night during some weeks. The harsh winter did
a number on our roads; however, spring pothole repair is getting into high gear!

You will also notice an increased amount of road repair this year. Frelinghuysen received a grant to
complete almost a mile of State Park Road through the long neglected section that used to be

maintained by Jenny Jump State Park. In addition we have received a $130,000 grant to overlay

Kerr’s Corner road from Silver Lake Road to Route 94. This will be included in a future bond
ordinance.
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This year the Committee has made some improvements to the management in the Public Works
Department. Committeeman Alan DeCarolis has stepped up to run the department as the Director
of Public Works, an unpaid position. In addition, the Committee has committed to investing over
$425,000.00 in road overlay, repair and maintenance for 2015. Within this amount, we will be
investing in state of the art road maintenance and repair software to assist this Committee and
future Township committees in forecasting capital needs and implementing better upkeep on our
existing road surfaces.

Land Use Board

Two new members have been appointed to our Land Use Board (LUB), Lowell Forbes and Nick
Sorrano. Nick had previously served on our Zoning Board of Adjustment. Lowell recently
completed his introductory course into Land Use Planning. The LUB is currently evaluating the
impact of the recent court decisions surrounding COAH and its impact on Frelinghuysen. Our
township has always been ahead of the curve on COAH responsibilities having received third round
certification.

Open Space Committee

Last year was a busy year for the Open Space Committee and The Land Conservancy, our land
preservation consultants. Not only did we close on the 120-acre Kid's Camp property, we also

secured an Open Space Conservation easement from Benjamin Gerson on Mott Road. The
Committee and I personally thank him for his generous donation to our community. Moving

forward the Open Space Committee will be more focused on stewardship and conservation
initiatives at the FFP North and South locations. For the remainder of 2015, the high priority task
will be completing site remediation at Kid’s Camp (FFP North) and opening it to the public.

Environmental Commission

The Environmental Commission recently wrapped up our 2014 Association of New Jersey
Environmental Commissions (ANJEC) Open Space Stewardship Grant. ANJEC awarded

Frelinghuysen a $1,500.00 grant to write a Forestry Stewardship Assessment on the Frelinghuysen

Forest Preserve South location (FFP South). The Land Conservancy met with various committees

and authored this assessment, which was completed in February. It was the first of its kind in

Warren County, providing a Forestry and Use Plan for our public lands. On April 11th a hike was
held on the property. Over 50 residents attended and were able to ask questions about the plans

for the property. The Township Committee enacted an Ordinance, adopting this Forestry
Stewardship Assessment as the official Forestry and Use Plan for the FFP South location. We have

applied for the same grantin 2015 to complete a similar document for the FFP North (Kid’s Camp).
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Recreation Committee

The Recreation Committee hosted their annual Casino Night event on March 28t. Casino Night is
used to raise money for the Recreation Booster Club to pay for annual $500.00 scholarships to
Frelinghuysen residents graduating from North Warren Regional. This year they will award three
(3) scholarships in addition to the Charles Rydell Scholarship that is awarded every year.
Furthermore, I have tasked the Recreation Committee with identifying ways to improve our
Recreation facilities behind Town Hall (Rydell Field and Bear Creek Greenway). They have asked
the Township Committee to relocate the old salt shed from its current location. The Township
Committee passed a resolution in support of salt shed relocation and authorized over $6,000.00 for
field repair and maintenance in 2015. The next event is Founder’s Day on June 6% at 1:00 p.m.,
hosted behind Town Hall by Recreation and the Municipal Alliance.

Farmland Preservation Committee

2015 is turning out to be the year of farmland preservation for Frelinghuysen. Since January we
have preserved three farms with land in Frelinghuysen. The 129 acre Stonebridge Farm, the 48 acre

Shalley Hill Farm and most recently the 29 acre Municipal Farm on Route 94 - the view as you come

into Frelinghuysen from Fredon will forever remain farmland! There are many more active
applications within the town and we are looking forward to a banner year of preservation.
Farmland preservation is a win-win for our town due to the generous grants we receive from the
Federal Government, State, County and non-profits to protect our resources.

Public Lands

In January, through ordinance, I with the consent of the Township Committee appointed Marty
Connor and Wendy Buttgereit as Public Land Managers. Since 2011, Frelinghuysen went from
owning about five acres of parkland to over 281 acres of preserved land. Almost nothing had been

done with the acreage that we owned. In order to rapidly progress our conservation efforts and
prevent the FFP properties from going to waste and becoming overgrown (which was happening),
we decided to create these new positions. Wendy and Marty report directly to the Township
Committee and are responsible for implementing the Forestry and Use Plans that the Committee
enacts for the FFP. Since their appointment, the state of the FFP has improved markedly. Safety
issues have been remediated, the lands have been publicized through a new website, trails have
been marked and the Kid’s Camp project is progressing at breakneck speed. Ilook forward to what
they will accomplish in the coming months. If you would like to be part of the action, there is an
FFP North workday scheduled for Saturday May 2nd at 9:00 a.m. Also scheduled is trail building on
the FFP South property in conjunction with National Trails Day on June 6t from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00
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p-m. Check out the new Frelinghuysen Forest Preserve website and sign up to be a volunteer or to

receive the newsletter. Go to www.ffpnj.org for more information.

In conclusion, this was a snapshot of what is going on in Frelinghuysen Township this spring and
early summer. I encourage everyone to get involved in one of the many activities we have coming
up through June. I hope to see everyone for our events on June 6th!

Sincerely,

Christopher W. Kuhn

Mayor Frelinghuysen Township

April, 15 Spring Update from the Mayor’s Office 4



