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Fall Update from the Mayor’s Office 

Dear Residents, 

I write this fall message to continue the open and transparent government the Frelinghuysen 

Township Committee has promised to maintain. Since my last letter the Committee has been 

working on some important health and safety issues within the town.  Specifically we are working 

to make sure the three local fire departments servicing our Township are adequately funded.  Many 

of you may not know that volunteers provide our fire coverage.  Frelinghuysen is a rural area, and 

unlike the cities with their dedicated, paid professionals, the individuals responding to calls around 

here are your dedicated neighbors.  Please remember to return that donation envelope with a check 

this year, because like many organizations in rural Warren County, the Fire Companies and 

Ambulance Corps need donations to survive. 

There are steps that the Township is taking to bolster the funding of these volunteer departments. 

One option is called “Cash for Crash.”  This initiative reimburses the departments for supplies and 

materials used during crashes and responses.  Allamuchy Township has had great success with this 

program, and we are looking to implement it in our Township.  In short, the Township would bill 

the insurance companies for time, supplies and materials used in responding to car crashes on 

behalf of the fire company.  The fire company would be reimbursed, resulting in less money coming 

out of our local area, especially in cases where a non-resident caused the crash! 

I also am going to mention the importance of providing adequate signage on your driveway to allow 

emergency response vehicles to locate your house. The local fire departments do sell proper 

signage to mark your driveway and it is required by ordinance. 

The volunteer fire departments serving our Township indicate that many residents have not 

properly identified their house location, making any rescue effort difficult and jeopardizing their 

health and welfare. 

Per Section 500 of the Frelinghuysen General Ordinances: 

“C.     Building Identification 

All principal buildings in any district shall be clearly identified as to house number or street 

number by means of a small unobstructed sign clearly visible and legible from the main abutting 

street.  Where house or street numbers are not assigned, this requirement is waived.”  
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I personally take fire safety very seriously - seconds count in an emergency situation.  Residents 

who do not comply will receive a notice from the Zoning Officer.  Anyone who has questions about 

obtaining a compliant sign should contact their volunteer fire company.  Green house number signs 

are available for $15 - $20 from the Green Township Fire Department.  Interested residents are 

encouraged to call the firehouse at 973-383-4334 and leave a message.   

Public Works  

Salt Shed - update 

The last two winters have been especially trying for everyone living and attempting to 

commute to work in our area.  Between heavy snow accumulations and ice storms, keeping 

the roads clear has been quite a challenge.  Our town and neighboring towns have low salt 

storage capacities due to the nature of our infrastructure. It has become readily apparent 

that this is no longer satisfactory.  Since 2014, the Township Committee has been exploring 

various options to improve our town Department of Public Works (DPW) facilities. We have 

reviewed the whole gamut, from building an entirely new facility on State Route 94 to 

making incremental upgrades on our existing facilities. Our Township Engineer has 

determined that the least costly and most effective option would be enhancing our existing 

facilities in Johnsonburg and constructing a modern salt shed behind Town Hall while 

demolishing or repurposing the existing one.  The modern salt shed will allow 

Frelinghuysen to purchase salt in bulk during periods of low demand, securing less 

expensive salt, while using it in periods of high demand.  This procedure is similar to locking 

in the price of propane during the summer in anticipation of the winter months.  In August, 

the Township Committee authorized our engineer to begin designing a site plan for the 

improvement of parking, DPW facilities and a salt shed at Town Hall.  This project will be 

phased over several years in order to minimize the amount of debt financing needed to 

complete the project.  However, when complete, the area behind Town Hall will be much 

more efficient for parking, spring/summer/fall recreation use and winter road plowing 

operations.  Moreover, there was significant concern by residents with regard to impairing 

the view in the State Route 94 corridor with the salt shed potentially placed in that location.  

Many area residents, including those on Muller Road, appeared at Township Committee 

meetings voicing their opposition to placing a salt shed on the Township property on State 

Route 94.  Removing the existing old salt shed at Town Hall, and constructing a new facility 

there, is the best compromise for all of the residents of the Township.  
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Saddle Ridge Road and Homestead Drive – completed 

In 2013, and again in 2014, the residents of Saddle Ridge Road and Homestead Drive came 

before the Township Committee asking us to evaluate their road and consider maintenance 

and repair.  The difficult winter, non-local traffic and age of the road had caused extensive 

potholes and cracking to form. Our engineer evaluated the situation and advised us of some 

new road repair technology that could extend the life of the road for less money than 

expensive full asphalt overlay.  The project was split into three phases consisting of pothole 

repair, crack-filling and finally a micro surfacing asphalt solution. Micro surfacing is a 

modern, durable, skid resistant and rapid setting surface superior to the tar and chip 

method.  This is the first road we have completed in this manner in Frelinghuysen 

Township, and we are evaluating its usage as part of our long-term road maintenance 

program. 

State Park Road – completed 

If you recall from my last update, we received a $130,000 grant from the State to overlay 

State Park Road through Jenny Jump State Forest. At this point, all grant work has been 

completed and the engineer has signed off on the project.  The Township Committee is 

evaluating options for providing some striping on the road for low light and fog conditions. 

Kerr’s Corner Road – in progress 

Frelinghuysen received a 2015 $130,000 New Jersey Department of Transportation 

(NJDOT) grant to complete Kerr’s Corner Road Phase Three, defined as the section between 

Silver Lake Road and State Route 94.  There is a Township matching fund portion of this 

grant for which we had to bond.  In comparison with previous years, the state has funded 

more overall projects, though not the entire amount.  However, we are very happy to be 

receiving a portion of the gas tax money we pay back to the state which will help keep our 

local connector roads repaired.  A full accounting of this project will be included in my 

report following the October Township Committee meeting. 

Meadow Oak Drive Catch Basin Repair 

For years, the catch basin on Meadow Oak Drive was clogged and there was no maintenance 

agreement in place or homeowners association to handle this issue.  The Township 

Committee has been working with the Warren County Mosquito Commission to solve this 

drainage problem.  The Commission secured all necessary permits and provided machines 
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and labor to finally complete this project. We are thankful to them for their persistence and 

hard work. 

Land Use Board 

 Wood Fired Boiler Ordinance – The Land Use Board recommended revisions to the 

Township Committee on the Wood Fired Boiler Ordinance, which were enacted by the 

Committee this year.  The revisions, among other things, would prohibit Wood Fired Boilers 

in front yards. 

 

 Council on Affordable Housing (COAH) Update – The Supreme Court of New Jersey re-

imposed an affordable housing mandate on all municipalities in New Jersey, including 

Frelinghuysen.  The estimated affordable housing mandate for Frelinghuysen is 

approximately 160 units.  The Township Committee has authorized its attorneys to file suit 

to challenge this mandate. 

 

Open Space Committee 

The Frelinghuysen Forest Preserve (FFP) North, formerly known as Kids Camp, remediation is 

progressing quite well; all of the dilapidated and dangerous buildings that were not to be kept have 

been knocked down and removed from the premises.  This was completed thanks to a generous 

grant from Warren County.  We are currently in the process of closing all of the existing wells on 

site that supported the buildings and camps.  Once this is complete the Township will apply for our 

final Green Acres funding.  After purchase, we had three years to complete all site work, but we are 

very much ahead of schedule!  It is looking like the FFP North will be open to the public in spring of 

2016.  We thank all those who have been involved in the FFP North Project, in particular Wendy 

Buttgereit, and Martin Connor.  Lincoln Laurel Road residents had complained for years regarding 

the activities at the controversial Kids Camp.  The acquisition of this property removed this camp 

from active use.  There is a walk of the property open to the public scheduled for November 14th at 

noon, with a rain date on November 21st.  Stay tuned for more information on the hike and our new 

community center! 

Recreation Committee 

The members of this committee are busily getting everything ready for Halloween.  I am pleased to 

announce that for this year the Frelinghuysen Recreation Committee is bringing back the 

Halloween home decorating contest!  You must sign up at the Town Hall by October 15th so we 

know whose home should be judged.  We will need your address and which category you wish to 

enter: Spooky or Most Original.  Judging will take place on Friday, October 30th.  First prize in each 

category is a pair of tickets to Casino Night.  The hayride begins at 4PM on October 31st.  
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In conclusion, this was a snapshot of events in Frelinghuysen Township during this past summer 

and an update on upcoming fall activities.  I encourage everyone to come out to one of our meetings, 

or to send me a quick email with any questions or concerns you may have.  I hope to see everyone 

for our events on Halloween! 

Sincerely, 

Christopher W. Kuhn 

Mayor Frelinghuysen Township 

Christopher J. Stracco 

Deputy Mayor Frelinghuysen Township 


