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Johnsonburg Town Facility Update 

Dear Residents, 

As many of you are aware, Frelinghuysen Township has been on the forefront of “green” initiatives to 
preserve the quality of life in our Township, which has made Frelinghuysen one of the most desirable 
places to live in New Jersey.  In that regard, the Township has taken many affirmative environmentally 
friendly steps in recent years, including the acquisition of the Frelinghuysen Forest Preserve, the 
enactment of a Carbonate Rock Area Ordinance to protect the Township’s aquifer, to acquire 
development rights of several farms through the Farmland Preservation Trust Fund, and passing a 
resolution opposing the Trans-Pacific Trade Partnership. All of these efforts were by unanimous votes of 
the Township Committee.  Most land acquisitions were funded through trust fund monies, or grants 
from the County or the State. It is anticipated that the Frelinghuysen Forest Preserve North will be 
opened to the public this summer after the proper rules and regulations are adopted by the Township 
Committee. 
 
 The Township Committee is also committed to a road improvement program, several roads are 
slated to be improved this year as promised, including Bear Creek Road and South Street. 
 
 The Township has been acting on a plan to address the current situation of our deteriorating 
facilities in Johnsonburg. In coordination with the Recreation Committee the wooden playground 
equipment was recently removed, and 2016 money has been earmarked by the Township Committee 
for safe, new playground equipment. For years the salt shed on the Township property has not been 
sufficient in terms of quantity of salt, and the structure is aging. This discussion for some of you that may 
recall had been ongoing since at least 1998. In that regard, beginning with Mayor David Boynton’s term 
of office in 2013, the Township Committee determined that the Johnsonburg facilities were inadequate 
for the current and future needs of the residents.  At that time, we began reviewing several options for 
improvements.  The Township Committee completed a study on the parcel of property up on Route 94, 
to potentially redevelop that into a new municipal complex / DPW yard and garage.  In conjunction with 
the Township’s engineer, it was determined that there were too many detrimental factors to building a 
new facility on that site.  Some of those factors were: 
 

 Cost – construction of a new building on the Route 94 property would have cost the Township 
between $1 and $2 million dollars; 

 The property is located in the extreme northern section of the Township, which would be a 
hindrance to the road department when they needed to go back and forth, especially during 
storms to refill the trucks with salt; 

 The residents in that vicinity were very much opposed to building on that property as it would 
greatly take away from the scenic vistas upon entering Frelinghuysen Township travelling south 
on Route 94;  

 The property is zoned for AR6 (Agriculture/Residential on 6 acres), which is not suitable for a salt 
shed/DPW complex; there were also concerns that the construction in that conspicuous and 
highly visible location would reduce residential home values in the area; and  
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 Development of that property would remove it from its current agricultural use, which is 
inconsistent with the AR6 Zone. 
 
Last year the Township addressed moving forward by engaging Maser Consulting (the 

engineering firm that Frelinghuysen works with) to update the Johnsonburg Town Hall Site Plan for 
more parking, a new salt shed and a recreation storage building on the Township property in 
Johnsonburg. A presentation was made to the Land Use Board and all were in favor of continuing to 
investigate options on the site plan. This plan would include substantial improvements over a period of 
three to five years, to the parking area in and around Township Hall and remove some of the older 
structures behind Township Hall to provide better traffic flow, and more green space, including a small 
lawn in front of Township Hall to accentuate the flagpole and monument there.  Provisions would also 
be made for a new septic field for Town Hall.  The structure known as the Morton building would be 
converted for recreation purposes. Trailers scattered on and around the fields would be removed. The 
new salt shed would be a secure structure, which would not be accessible to children, as the existing 
one now is. The Township engineer presented a preliminary concept plan to the Township Committee in 
May, and further comments by residents were considered at a subsequent meeting.  In that regard, 
based on residents’ comments, the Township Committee is considering either additional modification to 
the plan presented, or potential shared services agreements with other governmental entities.  The final 
plan, whatever it might be, will be properly reviewed in public hearings at the Township Committee 
level, the Land Use Board, the Historical Preservation Committee, and whatever other Township entities 
are appropriate to review. There will be plenty of opportunity for additional public input for the plan. 
The plan will be implemented in stages, and we are hopeful that review by these entities can commence 
in 2016, with a potential start date for the first stage sometime in mid-2017.    The Township Committee 
believes that using existing properties or sharing services is a better value for the taxpayer than either 
purchasing new property or constructing new facilities elsewhere. 

 
We welcome residents to attend the June 15th regular meeting at 7:30 for a discussion of the 

initial proposal with our Township engineer.  
 

Thank You, 

Mayor Christopher Kuhn 


